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THE FRIEND OF AGES AGO.

"Should auld acquaintance ba forgot"
Yes, ir you'd just as lie: as not.

Jons Pact
There aro several things that trouble one's age,

And work lor a man much woe.
Such as gout and doubt debts that trill run,

Aad rhyme that will not Sow.
But ivhcn all has been said, do ire net most

dread.
Of the many bores that we know.

That ubiquitious ban, the woman or man.
Who knew one "ages aso!"

In youth you were youn?: and foolish perhaps;
You flirted with high and with low.

Had one lore oa the hill and one down by the

never were wicked, ah, nol
And this friend knew you in a far-awa- y way,

In a way that was only so. so--Just

enough to give hue to the cry about you:
'O, I knew him ages ajo!"

You are married now and quite circumspect,
Yourpaoc, like your speech. Is slow:

You tell in a bank, keep silent in church-A- rc
one it is proper to kr.ow;

But this vigilant friend will never consent
That your virtues unchallenged shall go

Though she never demurs, but only avers
That she knew you "ages ago."

And sure I am that if ever I win
To the plaro where I hope to trc

To sit amonp quints perhaDS the chlc- f-

In ra'ment hh white as snow.
Bef r- - me and busy aTiong the blest

If rhaps in the self-sam- e row
1 shall find my ban. thi woman or man.

Who know me "ages ago."

A.d shall hfar the vo'r I so o't have heard
Di you slunk it is sw-- ct and low?

As it whispers still with siccnnt shrill
The refrain that fo w11 I know:

"O. you needn't le setting much store by him.
This new aneel's nol nvieh of a show.

He may fool some saint who Isn't acquaint
But Uuw him "ares aro:"

Uharlr Henry TlW, in Century.

BOB AND ALICE

Tho Story of Mr. Hoath's Lact ' :on
Thousand Pounds.

TAUT T.

On a v.et, ploomy afternoon in tho April
of 1S-T- yir. Jamc3 Heath sat in a house in
Adam street, Strand, anil in the curiously,
furnished apartment which ho called his
ofllce. The very dirty window curtains of
tho room wore of the richest silk. The
costly Turkey carpet was covered with dust
and littered with bundles of old law papers
and newspaper., besides letters and other
documents wlricli.haviinr been torn up, had
evidently lain on the floor untouched for
weeks or months. On 1ho walls or the room
were lyjng a number of valuable oil paint-
ings, water colors and cnravinps. Madon-
nas and Holy Families of the early Spanish
and Italian schools-- , peta of She ballet and
the prize rin, Dutch boorc, landscapes, por-
traits and racing scenes minzlcd as they
were without tho least rcg.ird to stylo or
subject, tho general effect 'ra altogether
novel and surprising. About tho chamber
were a numbbr of chair? and couches,
mostly of antique patterns, but all or them
inndoof themost costly iiM'o.riaN, and cov-
ered, like the carpet, wit'.i dust. In tho
corners of the rcom wer"p.l- - of well-boun- d

volumes, and two massive side-board- s one
of oak, the other of ebony vrcro piled with
miscellaneous heaps of books, glasses and
silver plate. Every thing about tho cham-
ber, in short, was dirty, costly and incon
gruous.

Finally, muffled up in a thick overcoat,
and with his back to tho ilre-plac- e, in which
there was no lire, sat Mr. Heath. Ho was a
rather stout man of about sixty, with keen,
gray eyes, white hair and a very rubicund
complexion. On tho table before him stood
among a number of papers, a bottlo of
brandy and a tumbler, and he was engaged
in reading a long letter, which was written
in a rather sprawling, boyish, hand.

"Dear Sir," the letter ran, "I must have
."W0by .Monday, and 1 want at least ."

besides. This, with what I oivo vou at
present, will make 1,000. I propose, in
consideration or that !,000 which I now
ask you to advance, to assign to vou the
whole of my lire interest in the l",di)0 3 per
cent, consols, together with the whole in-
terest under tho policy of assurance for tho

3,000. Tho premiums on tho policy onlv
amount to 200 per annum, so that the 450
odd which accrues from the consols will
leave a balance of about 250 per cent, in-

terest on the 000 until the policy falls in.
In other words, for 1.0JJ you get an abso-
lute reversion in 10.000, together with 2.V)
a year until the reversion is realized. I an
aware that I could do better than this, but I
want tho money at once and I am ready to
submit to tho saeriiice Tor immediate pay-
ment. I shall call on you after-
noon at four o'clock, when I hope you will
let me have a check. Yours, faithfully,

"Rojiekt Oswalt."
Mr. Heath read tho letter very ca refully

througn two or thrco times, after which ho
laid it on the tablo and poured out nearly
half a tumbler of brandy. Having mixed
this with a very little water, ho drank it off
and leaned back in his chair, while he in-
dulged in a soliloquy which ho muttered
half aloud.

"Yes," ho said, "Iho terms aro good
enough. The young fool is in consumption
already, though he's barely twenty-thre- e,

and this season will kill "him. Chapman
says his right lung i nearly gone lucky I
got him to insure for the big sum at once.

ants tne money, l supjose. to m'ct his
losses on the City and Suburban. What's
he going to do, I wonder, when he ha
parted with his interest in the 1.,000! Fal:
back on bis mother, I suppose. She's suppoedto be wealthy, but her money is all in
American stocks, they say, and if report istrue sho knows how to keep it. The widowof a Scotchman, who made a fortune inAmerica, they came back: to England about
five years sineo to get into societv and putyoung hopeful through Oxford. The fatherdied three years aco, and tho mother has
been leading a rather retired lifo since, so
they say. But, nonsense, what has nil this
to do with mo! Young Mr. Oswald, who
has got himscir into consumption through
dissipation, is practically offering mo10.-00- 0

for a further advance of 1,000. Evenif I had to wait a few years it's good
enough. But he hasn't twelve monthslifoin him. Three months more, at tho rate heis going at present, ought to finish him ! ndthen!"

Mr. Heath poured somo more brandy intobis tumbler. Having drunk it, he continuedalmost aloud, and in an excited manner:
"Then I havo made tho 100,000 which ithas been tho ambition of my life to bo

worth. This is the last ten thousand. "Withthis I shall bo worth almost exactly one hun-
dred and two thousand pounds in hard cash
besides tho good will of this accursed busi-
ness, and all the things connected with it,
which I shall dispose of at once. Why Iought to have nearly one hundred and ten
thousand pounds; but never mind, oncolbave a hundred thousand pounds in bard
cash, I shall give up. To that I have made
tip my mind. And then! Well, I shall goon tho continent for a time. I'd bo pretty
well forgotten in the coarse of two or threeyears, and my name is not in particularly
good odor just now hasn't been for yearspast.. Never mind that when a man hasfour or five thousand a year, people are nottoo particular about his antecedents. I may
take a place a little way out of London-- boa sort of county magnate for a bit andwork my way into a decant club. Let them
Bay what they Uko behind my back, they'd
bo bound to be civil to my face, and that'sail that any one need care. Half tho peers

I!dwonldaif they only knevrwnat taeirservants were sayiagabout them.

Fools, we're all, mora or less, tarred with
tho same brush, thinking vermin as we are,
if this new theory of evolution, or whatever
it's called be true. No, if I once get foot
into a good club, they could not get it out
again. If I can only afford to act respectably.
Let them whisper what they like behind mi-bac-

k,

all that I have to deal with is what is
said or done before my face, and tho hounds
would be silent, for they can prove nothing.
If the brutes have to lick me what do I care
if they would like to bite. 'Heavens, what
a contemptible thing is human nature !' the
great Napoleon used to say when he was a
young man starving in Paris. Contemptible
Is not the word. Worthless indifferent
unworthy of even contempt poor wretched
puppets. You band together, and club your
wretched selfishness into what yoa call re-
spectability. Respect! Why you will have
more real respect for me, who'll force my
way, and walk alone among you, than you
have for the sleekest creature of your pack.
Yes, 'Lions walk alone, jackals herd
together,' as Pitt used to say, and one can
play the Pitt or the Napoleon in private, as
well as in public life, if need be. Yes. I
have only to wait now till Mr. Oswald
smashes up the little that's left of his con-
stitution. Not many months at the further-es-t.

Strange that tho last 10,000 should
come altogether in this way; I might bare
been three or four years getting it together.
Perhaps longer. Who can tell? We make
more bad debts than people think, and, like
the snail crawling up the post, I might, now
and then, have slipped down at uight twice
as far as I had crawled during th2 day.

"But here, the whole thing is dono. Tho
last ten thousand made, as tho saying is by
a stroke of my pen. And yet it's curious how
I have had a suspicion from the first mo-

ment I set eyes upon this brat that he'd bo
at once my making and my ruin. Tush!
such nonsense; tho thing is perfectly legal,
and the money is perfectly safe. Even if I
lost it, I'd be very far from ruined; but it is
quite safe. So, Mr. Oswald, you shall have
your thousand pounds, more especially as
you are pretty certain to kill yourself with
it. Still I have a strange liking for the lad.
He has good qualities with all his folly.
But oh. humbug! what havo I to do with
these feelings? If I had any ono to leave
my money to a child of my own to inherit
my wealth I might wish to leavo it a little
cleaner than it is. Yes, it's hard to think
that the riches for which I have toiled will
go to people who curse my name if I don't
leave them to the nation, or turn them
into cash and fling it into the sea before I
die. Come in !"

The last two words were in answer to a
knock at the door.

"Mr. Oswald, sir," said a boy who acted
as a sort of clerk to Mr. Heath.

"Show him in," said tho latter as ho re-

sumed his seat at tho table.
A tall, handsome, but very delicate young

man entered tho room.
"Well, young sir, what can I do for you!"

said Heath in a gruff voice, which was in-

tended to be pleasant and assuring.
One of Mr. Heath's peculiarities was that

he seemed to take a delight in making his
clients state their business as often as pos
sible, however well he might be acquainted
with it.

"You can offer mo a chair if you want to
be civil, and a glass of brandy ir you're in-

clined to be friendly," replied Oswald, in a
languidly familiar manner, which just bor-
dered on being contemptuous.

"O, please be seated, my dear sir, if you
insist on ceremony," said Heath, pushing
the bottle and a glass toward his visitor as
ho spoke. "And now, besides offering you
a'chair and a littlo brandy, what else can 1
do for you?"

"Well, confound It! you know .what I
have como about. You havo had my letter.
What's tho uso of asking such a question J"
was the impatient rejoinder.

"Yes. I have had your letter, but I don't
like tho business. I tell you frankly, 1 don't
like to see a j'oung man ruining himself as
you are doing " ,

"O, curee it all! I havo not come here to
be lectured," interrupted Oswald, angrily.
"Will you do tho thing or not! This is
Thursday. I must havo tho money by
Saturday night."

"I would have to give notice to the trus-
tees or this fresh charge, and there is barely
timo to get the thing through. I would
rather you took the matter somewhere
else," replied Heath, dubiously.

"But i impossible, aud I must meet my
engagements on Monday," was the answer.

Tho result of some further conversation
was that Mr. Heath, with a great show of
reluctance, suffered himself to bo persuaded
to havo every thing ready to make this
further and final advance on Saturday.

"You will have twenty pounds in gold,
eight ten-poun- d notes, and the remaining
nine hundred pounds 'short,' " said Oswald
as he was leaving the room.

"Yes, I hope you will tke care of it," re-
plied Heath.

"I shall win twenty thousand over the
Guineas. Good evening," was the answer,
and Mr. Oswald took his departure.

On Saturday Oswald duly received the
1,000 after he had executed a deed, by

which he assigned the policy of assurance
nnd his life interest in tho 15,000 consols
to Mr. Heath. According to the will of the
late Mr. Oswald, the 15,000 was, if Hobert
Oswald died without issue, to po paid to a
distant relative who lived in America

Mrs. Oswald, I may add, derived her in-
come from certain investments in Ameri-
can railway stocks. She was supposed to
be very well qff, but it was a curious thing
that, though she went a good deal into
society, nobody seemed to know much
about either her or her late husband. They
had come from America about five years
before and taken a housc in Porchester Tor-rac- e,

Bayswater.
The late Mr. Oswald brought very satis-

factory references from Chicago, kept a
very good balance at his bank, and enter-
tained, as did Mrs. Oswald, in a very hos-
pitable manner. This, however, was "really
all thit was known about them. As to their
son, Robert, he had unluckily taken to bet-
ting, and got into thcolutches of Mr. Heath,
with what result, so far, we havo seen
above.

It is not necessary to say mora than that
Robert Oswald lost his money, aud brought
himself to his death-be- d during the next
two mouths. As Mr. Heath knew, ho was
in consumption when ho sold his annunity,
and tho elect of his losses aud constant
dissipation precipitated the collapso of his
system. "When sorrows come, they como
not singlo spies but in battalions." On tho
morning after the race for tho "Two Thou-
sand Guineas," when Robert was left ut-
terly penniless, and in debt to a number of
bookaitikers. Mrs. Oswald received a letter
from her stock broker, saying that be
would liko to see her at her earliest con-
venience. Accordingly she went at once
to the City, where sho learned that the two
American railways in which nearly all her
money whs invested had ceased to pay
dividends. That, in short, the shares were
almost unsalable, as it was highly probable
that tho concerns would be sold under fore-
closure of mortgagos. Mrs. Oswald did all
she could under tho circumstances. She
gave up her house In Portchester Terrace,
and took lodgings in St. Paul's road, Cam-
den Town, where she devoted herself to the
task of nursing her son, who was now fast
sinking in consumption.

pakt n.
In tha second week of the following June,

Mr. Heath, who had a small house ia Not-tin- g

Hill, was sitting in his parlor at a
little after eight o'clock in the evening,
when the servant came in to say that a Mr.
Bailey wished to see him.

"Show him in at once," said Heath, who
rose from his seat and wont to the door to
meet him.

A shabbily-dresse- d little man, who looked
something like a lawyer's clerk out of em-
ployment, came into tha room.

"Well," said Heath, in his usual gruff way,
when he had closed tho door, which he did
very carefully as if ho were afraid thatsomebody might be listening outside.'Mr. Oswald's dead, sir. Died at five
o'clock this evening. I only heard of it

within tho last hour, and I cane on at once
to tell you."

For a moment there was silence, during
which tho little man stood twirling his hat
in his hands.

At last Heath said: "Are you quite cer-
tain of this!"

"Quito certain, sir." was the answer. "I
have it from the servant in the house. I
had ben expecting the news all day. and
directly Mrs. Wilmot told me I thought I'd
make assurance doubly sure by seeing the
servant myself. As I told you, I knew her
before she went to live in St. l'aul's road. I
told yoa how I heard from Mrs. Wilmot
every thing that went oa in the house."

"WelL well, that will do. Hero is a sov-
ereign for your trouble in coming here.
Look into my office next week, and I shall
pay you what we have arranged, when I
have the formal proofs of his death. Good-
night."

"Good-nigh- t, sir, thank you," said Bailey,
as he left tho room.

Bailey was a nondescript character who
was occasionally employed by Heath, some-
times as a broker, sometimes as a private
detective. In tho present instance, by vir-
tue ol his having some relatives living in

's road, he had been engaged to bring
Mr. Heath the earliest intelligence of Rob-
ert Oswald's death. When, he had gone
Heath walked up and down the room ror
some minutes in silence. At length he mut-
tered to himself:

"One hundred and two thousand pounds
in hard cash made at last! I shall fell
every thing I own within a fortnight's time

furniture, bills, pictures, nlL They will
retch another six thousand ; but, whatever
they bring, they shall be sold at once. I am
determined to enjoy my wealth while 1
have time, and to do that I must cut tho
life I havo been leading at once. Yes, my
'pile' is made. I have at last what, years
ago. I said I would mike, and I shall bo out
of England thi3 day fortnight. What may
I not do yet with over a hundred thousand
pounds and the brains aud knowledge which
I possess! Good heavens, how suddenly
tho last ten thousand has come! What a
lucky chance it was that threw the young
fool into my clutches ! I managed him prop-
erly, there's no doubt. But yet it was a
lucky chance that brought him to me. Still
it's strange tho presentiment I have always
had about him. O, bother such nonsense!
What have I to do with presentiments! I
shall bo believing in ghosts and hobgoblins
next! Yet I seem to bo sorry instead of
glad, and there is that fear of some impend-
ing evil which I seemed to have every timo
I saw him. What on earth can this be!"

The last question was caused by a sharp
knock and ring at the hall door. In a few
seconds the servant came in with a tele-
gram. Mr. Heath looked at the envelope
nervously before ho opened it. At last he
took out tho telegram, which he read two
or three times over as ir he doubted the
evidence or his eyesight. Then he put the
telegram in his pocket, whispering to him-
self in a trembling voice as ho did so :

"What can it bo? What can it be !''
The telegram which evidently caused him

so much uneasiness wa3 as follows:
" Mrs. Oswald, To James Heath, Esq.,

St. Paul's Roid, Stanhope Terrace,
Cimden Town. Xottin? Hill.

"It is of great importance that I should see you
Kobsrt Oswald died at five o'clock

this evenin?. Please come here at once on re-

ceiving this telegram."
"Could it be some conspiracy to get me

into tho house and murder me!" thought
Mr. Heath, as ho walked about tho room
with the telegram in his pocket. "O, non-
sense! I need not bo afraid or that. They
are very respectable psoplc in the house.
No, depend upon it, it is cither that tho
mother wants to beg or borrow rrom me, or
that there is Borne screw looso about tho
policy or assurance. Curse it! Like my
usual luck. But I had better be off there at
once. What a curious authoritative way
she telegraphs in, though."

He left tho house, and, hailing the first
hansom ho met, was driven radidly to St
Paul's road. A servant opened tho hall
door before he could knock, and, having
asked if ho was Mr. Heath, conducted him
up stairs to tho drawing room. Though it
was just 9:30 o'clock, and getting rather
dark, no lamp or candle was lighted in the
room, and as Mr. Heath entered he could
just discern through the deep twilight the
figure of a tall woman who was sitting by
one oT the windows, dressed in black. She
rose as he entered and asked him to take a
chair which was a few yards from where
sho was sitting. From the position in which
she sat, and the darkness of the room, Mr.
Heath could not discern her features very
clearly, and to tell tho truth he felt exceed-
ingly uncomfortable. He was pretty well
case-hardene- d of course; few men had had
more curious experiences, aud some of the
scenes ho had witnessed in the pursuit of
his vocation were not a littlo appalling. But
just as one of the first things that is taught
to every medical student is that he must
disregard tho pain which ho has to inflict
ou his patients, so, from tho very outset of
his career, Mr. Heath had trained himself
to bo perfectly callous about tho feelings
and interests of the people with whom ho
was brought in contact. Still, all the teach
ing in the world cm not make a surgeon in-

sensible to pain which is inflicted on himself,
and it was just bscausc he was apprehensive
that some calamity was about to fall upon
him that Mr. Heath felt on tho present oc-
casion a senso of fear which almost
amounted to terror.

"You have been prompt in responding to
my telegram," said the lady in a hard, de-

fiant voice. "My sjh, as I told you, is dead.
You have stripped him of his little prop-
erty. He died a pauper. You make 10,000
by his death. I have lately lost nearly all
that I was worth. I havo spent pretty nearly
the rest in nursing him through his last ill-

ness. I want twenty pounds in ready money
to pay his funeral expenses. You arc the
proper person to give it to me. Do you re-

fuse!"
I dare say that Mr. Heath would gladly

have paid twenty pounds, or more, for thj
relict he experienced when he heard this
speech. So it was only a begging appeal
after all. "Thank heavens!" ho muttered
to himself, and for tho first time sinco he
.heard of Robert Oswald's' death he felt
really easy ii his mind.

"My good madam," he said, in hi3 U3ua!
tone of gruff determination, "your son
sought mo voluntarily. He had ample value
for what he sold me. I havo nothing more
to say on the matter, and I mit wish you
good-night- ."

"But I havo something more to sav to
you," said the lady, who rose from her
chair at tho same time that ho did. "Had
you given me tho twenty pounds I would
have been content to let you go iu peace.
As it is you must hear why you are the
proper person to pay for tho funeral of my
son. Coma hero; 1 have something- - to tell
you which you will remember to the last
day of your life. See "

Sho threw open tho folding doors that
separated tho drawing-roo- m from a bed-
room which was brilliantly lighted with
candles. On tho bed lay tho body of Robert
Oswald. His mother went round and stood
at the far side of tho bed, facing Heath,
who advanced a littlo way into the inner
room as if he were drawn by a spell.

"Now, sir, sho exclaimed, "do you recog-
nize me!"

"I can't say I do, madam," said Heath,
whose eyes were fixed oa the face of tho
corpse, and who hardly looked at her.

"Twenty-tw- o years make a difference, no
doubt," she said, as she removed a scarf
which was tiedrouad her head and let her
long auburn hair fall about her shoulders.
"Now, Philip Arnott, look at me again and
see if you recognize the face of the wife
whom you forced to leave you. Look on
that bad and S33 if yoa recognizj your own
features in the face of your dead son."

"My son!" exclaimed Heath or Arnott,
as ho really was.

"Ye3," said his wife, "it is not many days
sinco, by an accident, I found out that yon,
whom I knew to havo ruined him and from
whom I tried to save him, were also his
father. When you forced me to fly from
yoa twenty-tw- o years ago I found a protec- -

tor for myself and child. We went to
America, where we lived for years as man
and wifo. In an evil hour we came back to
Encland. God or fate brought your son
and you together the little darling child
whom you used to nurse on your lap the
little child who used to pull your whiskers
and throw his arms around your neck. You
loved him. though you did not love me; but,
oh, sea there is the result!"

For a moment Arnott, who was deadly
pale, looked in her face and uttered oim
word, "Alice." Then ho looked at tb.3
corpse again, and said mechanically, as his
eyes were riveted on it: "Bob."

"Yes, Bob and Alice," cried his wife.
"You recognize us now; but what is tha
matte-r- ?"

Philip Arnott was swaying from side to
side. Suddenly he fell senseless on tha
floor. It was many hours before he showed
any signs or returning consciousness, but
when he did so ho was in a state or idiocy, in
which condition he remained until he died
about three months afterward. As ha had
made no will his property was divided under
tho statuto of distributions. I have only
to add that Alice Arnott suec3eded, as hi?
widow, to her share of tho property, and re-

turned to America shortly after his death.
JSelgravia.

OLD AMERICAN VESSELS.
The JETentful History of the 1 irl:s Kos--

scnu and True Love.
The oldest vessels in the wo-- ld to-

day aro the barks llosseau and tho T;-i:- u

Love. Both vessels wero built in Phil-
adelphia and have outlived both their
owners and their builders. The Kob-sea- u

was ono of Stephen Girard's llect.
and when she was launched u,s a. uill-rigg- ed

ship she was the pride of the old
merchant. Many years ago Nicholas
Vandusen was a prominent ship-build- er

of this citv and had his ship-yar- d at
what is now Shackamaxon street wharf.
In 1S0J hemado a contract with Stephen
Girard to build si full-rigg- ed ship, and
the Rosseau was constructed ami
launched the following year.

The Rosseau w.is considered a very
fair-size- d vessel in 1801. She was 93 feet
long and 2S feet breadth of beam, and
registered 30-- Ions. After doing service
for Girard for several years, her rig-
ging was changed and she was known
as ono of tho fastest barks sailing from
this port. She made several trips to
the whaling grounds of the Xorth At-

lantic Ocean, and was one of the most
successful whalers in the fleet. Of
late years she has been used for mis-

cellaneous hauling, and sho is now dis-

charging a cargo at New Bedford,
Mass. But few repairs have been made
on her, and to-da- y sho is almost as
good as when she was launched, eighty-seve-n

years ago.
Tho bark True Love was built in

Philadelphia in 17G1, and to-da- y is tho
oldest vessel in the commercial world.
But little is known of her early career.
but her papers prove her age bsyond
question. All her iron work is hand-forge- d,

and the moldings and interior
decorations of the cabin are of a. stylo
that plainly shows no machinery was
used in their construction. For many
years sho was engaged in the coasting
trade and plied between the West
Indies and this city. Some years ago
she became a coal carrier and sailed
from the Greenwich piers to Eastern
ports. Sho recoived many hard knocks,
but she was staunch and was built to
bullet heavy seas by men who under-
stood their business, and she always
came out of a storm safely. For the
past few few years tho True Love has
been trading along the coast of En-

gland, and she is looked upon as a curi-

osity in every port slle stops. PLiladd-phi- a

llccord.

BARBED-WIR- E FENCES.

How to lluiltl Them So an to Prevent
Injury to Live Stock.

Many valuable horses and colts ara
ruined every f ummer when running in
pastures fenced with barbed wire. Thi-- j

may be prevented in two ways. First,
when horses only arc to occupy the
pasture, set the pobts from eighteen to
twenty-fou- r feet apart. For tho top
wire uso the best barbed, placing it
four feet from the ground and on the
outsido of tho post. Then on tho in-

side uso three smooth wires having the
upper space not more than eight inches
wide. Horses will not put their heads
through below the upper space, and if
they paw or kick over th,o wires they
are not cut.

This will not work where horses and
cattle run together, and I build a fence
for such purposes as follows: Place
three barbed wires on the outside of
tho posts, putting the highest four feet
from the ground, the others at eighteen
inches apart. Thon on tho inside of
the posts I put two smooth wires, the
lowest one three inches above the low-

est barbed wire, the second four inches
above tho middle barbed wire. If a
horse paws over the bottom wire as ho
pulls back his leg rides on the smooth
wire, and if he runs against the fence
his breast strikes the upper smooth
wire, and if he kicks against or over
tho wiros he is shielded from harm.
The barbed wires prevent cattle from
reaching through, and tho combina-
tion works well. The expenses of the
smooth wires does not exceed iivo cents
per rod for both. For sheep add
another smooth wire at the bottom,
and they will not pull off their wool on
the barbed wire. I'r. C llica, in St
Paul Pionccr-Prcs- s.

Curiosities of Plant Life.

In some parts of Nevada 13 a curious
plant callod tho "Angry tree." It is
a native of Australia, and somewhat
resembles the century plant. Its name
is due to its apparent vexation at being
disturbed. When transplanted each
separate leaf stands up in a different
direction, like quills on a porcupine or
hairs ou the tail of an angry cat. At such
times it gives forth an unpleasant odor,
liko that of a rattlesnake when teased,
and sometimes it is fully an hour be-

fore its leaves resume their natural
condition. Another curiosity in the
plant world is a peculiar kind of weed
which grows in the Arkansas valley.
It is shaped like a bell, and varies in
size from one foot or less in diameter
to five or six feet, soma specimens be-

ing as tall as a man. When ripo theso
balls snap off their stem3 and go tum-
bling over the prairies with every
gust of wind. They present a very
strange appearance, and in the distance
hunters have mistaken them for bisons.
Often they como bounding along in
hundreds upon the hunters, who are
compelled to crowd upon the ground to
escape being hurt. St. Louis Globs'
Democrat.

TfiOMAS KIKBT,

aiiker9
ABILETC, KA5SAS.

TRANSACTS A
GENERAL BARKING BUSINESS

Gives Especial Attention to Colktiona

Bnys and Sells Foreign nnd Do
meatic Exchange.

Negotiates Mortgage Loans

"All business promptly attended to. lly

GiTEZElUS' BMM
(Hlalott & Company.)

HOI! cms? rrac
tiaiLtEi -

Transacts a pcneral banking business
2o limit to our liability.

A. W. RICE, I). K. GORDEX, J0IH
JOHSTZ, W. B. GILES AND

T. II. JIALOTT.
T. U. MALOTT, Cashier.

J. E. Bokebkaks, Pros. Tuco. MosuEn, Cash

KKST NATIONAL BANK,

Capital, 75,000. Surplus, $15,0CC

STAJIIJAlGII, HDRD & DEWEY,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
ABILENE, KANSAS.

n?321
i a
Ul

L S. BASITO Prop'r,
Respectfully invites tho citizens of Abi-
lene to his Dakerj, nt the old Keller
Uanil, on Third street, where he has
loiistautly a snpply of the best

FRESH BREAD,
CAKES,

C00EIES,
CANDIES,

TIES,
OYSTERS, &c.

to be found in the city. Special orders
for anything in my line promptly &U

tended to on short notice.
Respectfully,

1. s. mm.
llsuoULilBB LUbwbSJLSIi

UJK!

ma I felJ) m jUa

Respectfully inform all who intend
building in Manchester and vicinity
that they are prepared to furnish

Lumber. Let!
3

Sash, Doors

ihil! lis ersd

Merlin :- -: Material

AS LOW AS THE LOWEST.

Call aud get estimates ueforj
purchasing.

, T. GOBS & CO.,
Manchester, Kansas.

Pii
KAILWAY

rou

ST. LOUIS kW THE EAST.

S Daily Trains S
B8TWEKM

Kansas City and St. Louis, Mo.

Equipped with Pullman Palaoe Sleoper
and BnlTet Cars.

FREE RECLINING CHAIR GARS

and Eleffaat Coaches.

THE MOST DIRECT LINK TO

TEXAS and tho SOUTH.

Q Daily Trains S
o principal points in the

I-02-
VE STAB STATE.

IROff MOUNTAIN ROUTE

Memphis, Mobile, New Orleans and principal
cities in Tennessee, Mississippi, Ala-

bama and Louisiana, otter-
ing' tne choice of

3 ROUTES
TO fJEW ORLEANS.

ForTickots, Sleeping Car Berths and further
lafonnation, apply to nearest Ticket ag-en- or

J. H. LT02f, W. P. A., S28 Main street,
Kansas City, Mo.

W. H. NKWMAN. Gen- - Traffic Manager,
B. C TOWJNSSXD, G. P. Agent,

St.LcraIa.Xt

-I- MPORTANT-

TO

The ABILENE IMPROVEMENT CO. ofier

SiOO.QOO

$100,000
MANUFACTURERS.

to reliable manufacturing concerns who will
locate in Abilene. Abilene is the largest as
well as the most prosperous city in CentraJ
Kansas. It will soon have

TMEE "KBW TRIM LISBS OF RilLROADS,

making FOUR lines, which will insure un
equaled shipping facilities.

flliTT V

nun

ADDEESS

k 1

lUilil IlSIlMUHUJfiiJr
ABILENE.

CAPITAL, - $150,000.
CLARK II. DARKER. President.

W P. RICE, Tice-Preside- ni.

E. D. HUMPHREY, Cashier.
A. K. PERRY, Assistant Cashier,

TEMSAOTS A BANKING BUSINESS.

Dnsiness of Merchants, Farmers anil Individuals generally
solicited. Unequaled facilities for the transaction of all
business intrusted to us.

A. FRY. J. C. BOYER, Attorney and Notary.

FRY, BOYER CO.,
REAL ESTATE, UBS A! IISIAIE.

Loans on farms nnd city property. Ileal Estate bought nnd sold.
Insurance contract at current rates. Notary business promptly attended
to. Special bar sains in city and suburban property.

Citizens' Bank Building, - - - ABILENE, KANSAS.

BSTAjBIjISECED 1870.

AJBIILEIN'E,

LEBOLO, FISHER

MUSES

inwmraiiraT
Cl ti N M UJ II LI 31 HI ID II

C. BESSEY.

Proprietors.

PEIOE
Broadway.

Done in all ils branches. MORTGAGES negotiated on Fanj
Property at. G, 7 and 8 per cent., with reasonable commission
Also, money on Farms without commission.

STEAMSHIP TICKETS
At all times ; for salo at lowest rates.

Foreign !IIi:obLa,:o.gg0
Furnished on all the principal cities of the world.

BOJSTDS AJSHD SOUD.

given to of and Stockmen,
liability not as is the case with

Incorporated Ranks.

Disli Finite 11 Cap ft

UNDERTAKERS,
ITe are giting special attention to this department; carry the largest

and finest line of UNDERTAKERS' la the citjr, and are pre-

pared to attend to this business in all ils branches.

LOWEST
Corner Fourth,

ABILENE BANK.
a H. LEBOLD, J. M. nSIIEft, J. E. HEREST,

Proprietors.
E. A. Hekest, Cashier.

Oar individual liability is not limited, as is the
case with stockholders of incorporated banks.

FISHER & CO., Ua&ker,
ABILENE, KASgAS.

Hi

m
n4

KANSAS.

G.

EZAJSTSAS.

& GO-- ,

and

BOUGHT
Special attention business Farmers

Personal limited,

SUPPLIES

LEB0LD,

ABSTBACTS.
Ko one should purchase real estate until

they know tin title is perfect.

W. T. DAVIDSON
tas the most complete set of Abstracts

in the County. 14 years experience. .

Ofilce over Post-offic-

ABILENE, - KANSAS

s? . ,A Vii-- J.iP.ja $mV. rt3LiHj&kfafc&if4 siA-i- x- -
AJS-i... rj-- . ;-- . .AcMi..'. -- .Sf-i-i, ' '& . xJbS. - v4si. st- -" C- - '. ' j. ; ' -


